015 11 55 +358111361£366 Mor L1 e SLimiF IR =

SECRETARIAT GENERAL COUNCHL OF LUROPL
bbbl

DIRECTORATE GENERAL l
HUMAN RIGHTS AND RULE OF LAW l

CONSEIL DE VLUROPE

THE DIRECTOR (GENERAL

Pisuse quote DG1/PBICGMLITTA 70-15

Fresicent of tha Supreme Court of
Cagsation of the Republic of Serbia
Mr Cragomir Miiojevic

Nemanjina br.2

11000 Baeigrade

Sarbia

Strasbourg, 6 August 2018

Dear Prasident,

| would like 1o thank you for your letter of 23 Jure 20105, in which you highiighted the positive
results of our cooperation activities in Serbia and requested informatior abcut the Councit of
Europe's further support to the Serkian judiciaty, 3 fuestion we discussed during your last visit to
the Council of Europe on 21 May 2018

| have noted with great inierest that the Council of Evrope’s eflorts supporting the appiication of the
European Convention an Human Righis (ECHR) at the nationai ievei, through the current project
“Support ta the Judiciary in Serbia in the implementation of the ECHR", are very well received by
tne Supremea Court of Cassation and cther national couns. The holistic approach of the current
praject has proven to be an effeclive methad for triggenng fha necessary changes in the attitudes
of the Serbian judiciary, with respect to tha impiementation of the ECHR Furthermore, novel
praciices and methodologies which were introduced under the current project have vieided positive
results in ihe application of the ECHR. The exchange of views among Ine epurt practice
departments of appeliate courts have played a central role in the harmenisation of the court
practices at the national level.

My Directorate General is therefure ready 10 contnue this co-operation and further support the
Supreme Court of Cassation of the Republic of Serbia. in particular, ! am delighted to inform you
that the Hurnan Rights Policy and Co-aperation Department has developad a new project entitied
“Bringing Human Rights Home”, which will further develop these successiul approaches and assist
the jugicisry in the implementation of more effective working methods as regards the
impiementation of the ECHR. The new project is currantly pending approval by the donor and is
due to be launched in early 2018. it will address one of the key chalienges facing Serbia's justice
sectol: an inter judicial dialogue between the highest national courts and information exchange
ragarding the reasoning applied in national judgmaents to sddrese variove ECHR issues. The new
projact will thus facilitate the sirangthening of the communication within the judictary and find the

most appropriate ways 10 apply the ECHR case law at riome".
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Ensuring overali conaistency of national jurisprudence and its harmonisation with the ECHR
requirements is a complex task that the Serbian judiciary i§ trying to achiave, ! requires that the
Supreme Court of Cassation remain & leading force in the implementation of the new project

The Council uf Europe woulo also be raady to expiore with you a pussitle collaboration focusing
on the role of the Supreme Court of Cassation in the admmnistration of justice, in particular in
respect of moniloring the workioad of the judiciary and related judicial practices. We would
weleome information as io whether this would te of interest, in which case we would organise s
visit of experis from Counci! of Europe member siates (o dissuss the possibilities and share
nations) experiences,

I would fike to reiterate the Council of Europa’s readiness to fuily support the Serbian Jjudiciary and
the Supreme Court of Cassation in this endeavour and look forward {C our continued co-cperation
in the cantext of the new projects.
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Parmanen; Represantation of the Republic of Serbia to the Councl of Burepe
Head of the Council of Furope Offiice in Baigrade
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