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The basic division of courts is the division into courts of general and special jurisdiction. The courts of 

general jurisdiction are basic courts, higher courts, appellate courts and the Supreme Court of Cassation. 

Courts of special jurisdiction are Administrative Court, Commercial Appellate Court, commercial courts, 

Misdemeanor Appellate Court and misdemeanor courts. 

 

The Supreme Court of Cassation is the highest court in the Republic of Serbia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the Decision of the High Judicial Council the total number of the judges’ positions in the 

Republic of Serbia on December 31, 2020 was 3.038, and the total of 2.652 of the defined positions were 

filled, and 2.570 judges effectively worked in courts. The total of 10.795 court staff was engaged in the court 

system (1.704 judicial assistants, 6.153 civil servants and 2.938 other employees).  

During 2020, all courts in the Republic of Serbia disposed 2.013.829 cases. From comparative figures, 

there is a tendency of increasing the number of disposed cases in trial matters.      

  During that same period, the courts disposed 353.563 backlog cases (older than three years from the 

date of receipt of the initial act). In the past five years, the court system has received 2.000.000 new cases 

more than expected, due to the inflow of new cases compared to previous years, which is a burden on the 

court system and it has influenced that the number of pending cases in the trial matter is slightly higher, but 

the total number of pending cases has been significantly reduced, if we observe the period from 2012 – by 

1.647.928 cases. 

Supreme Court 
of Cassation

Appellate 
Courts

High Courts Basic Courts

Appellate  
Commercial 

Court

Commercial 
Courts

Appellate 
Misdemeanor 

Court

Misdemeanor 
Courts

Administrative 
Court



 

2.156.958
2.084.768

1.793.212

2.087.332

2.953.921

2.335.760
2.298.870 2.268.769

2.013.829

1.534.706 1.536.355

1.409.886

1.706.704

1.922.470 1.932.366

2.077.174 2.068.435

1.670.418

1.000.000

1.200.000

1.400.000

1.600.000

1.800.000

2.000.000

2.200.000

2.400.000

2.600.000

2.800.000

3.000.000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

OVERVIEW OF THE NUMBER OF DISPOSED CASES IN THE COURTS IN THE 

REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 

TOTAL WITH ENFORCEMENT: TOTAL WITHOUT ENFORCEMENT:

 

 

 

 

 

413.186

487.283

305.512

387.068

1.068.063

495.708

311.018

214.234

353.563

192.440 209.984
146.011

192.094 172.879 184.718 170.566

106.948

91.919

0

200.000

400.000

600.000

800.000

1.000.000

1.200.000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

OVERVIEW OF THE NUMBER OF DISPOSED BACKLOG CASES IN 

THE COURTS IN THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

TOTAL WITH ENFORCEMENT: TOTAL WITHOUT ENFORCEMENT:

 

* For the period 2012-2018. disposed cases older than 2 years from the date of submission of the initial act are shown, and for 2019 and 

2020 backlog cases over 3 years from the date of submission of the initial act are shown 
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